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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Examiner 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period ^m^^J^^X^ <6) M °^? U ™ ,he mailin 9 date ° f thi * communication 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the ma no dat ^of thl ^ ^ beC ° me ABAND °NED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 9 communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final 

4) E Claim(s) 147 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8M Claim(s) Ware subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
Application Papers 

9)Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a) D accepted or b) D objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

DO The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a) D approved b) D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or ffl 

aOAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

. /'° ^a^^ -eived in this National Stage ^ 
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15)G Acknowledgment ,s made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C §§ 1 20 and or 121 
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^□informati on Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO- 1449) Paper No(s) . 6) Q ^ ?M ApP ' icati0n (PT °- 1 52 > 

Office Action Summary „ ^ , „ 

' Part of Paper No. 5 



U.S. Paten! and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



* S / 



Application/Control Number: 09/724 613 

Art Unit: 1637 962 



DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-25, drawn to a composition for releasing nucleic acid, classified 
in class 536, subclass 25.4. 

II. Claims 26-87, drawn to a method and kit for releasing nucleic acid, 
classified in class 435, subclass 6. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can 
be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) the process 
for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product (MPEP § 806.05(h)). In the instant case the method of group II can 
use different composition such as nonionic surfactant. 



Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 



Application/Control Number: 09/724 613 p 
Art Unit: 1637 ' 986 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jezia Riley whose telephone number is 703-305-6855. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Benzion can be reached on 703-308-1 1 1 9. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3014 
for regular communications and 703-308-4242 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0196. 
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